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Krishi Mela at Hittinahalli

Agricultural College from Jan 21

Mela to focus
on drought
management

v
VIJAYAPURA, DHNS

three-day Krishi Mela
with the theme of
‘Drought Management
for Sustainable Agriculture’
will be organised at Agricul-
tural College in Hittinahallion

the outskirts of the City from

January 21.
The basic objective of the

Krishi Mela this year is sensi-
tising farmers on take up ag-
riculture activities during the
- drought situation and also
introducing the latest tech-

' nologies in farming.
The Agriculture College,
Agriculture Department and
- other related departments
- have started working for the
- successful conduct of the
' three-day events. The college
' 1S gearing up to disseminate
i‘ the information on the re-
searches being done in the

| agricultural institutions on
farming practices.

Stalls selling agriculture
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implements, millets and ag-
ricultural technology trans-
fer centres, stalls of various
research centres, watershed

development demonstrations

and agriculture consultations
to provide on-the-spotreliefto
the farmers will bearranged in
the exhibitions to be organised
during the Krishi Mela.
Session on various topics by
experts and experienced farm-
ers and various programimes
for farmers will be conducted
in the afternoon all the three
days. Discussions with ex-

perts, experiments, demon-

stration on farm machinery,
use of ‘Drone’ for pesticide
spray, lifting of water with so-
lar powered and light weight
diesel pump sets, information
on automatic micro irrigation
system, agro-climatology, dry

o Agritulture College |n Vijayapura. bHPHOTO

farming technology, rabijowar
varieties, rainwater harvesting,
production and use of bio-fer-
tilisers, earthworm technology,
organic farming, zero-invest-
ment natural farming, animal
husbandry and seed produc-
tion will be provided in the
stalls to be set up at the Krishi
Mela. Information on agricul-
tural marketing and home sci-
ence will also be provided.
Agriculture Minister H

Cheluvarayaswamy will in-
augurate the programme.
District In-charge Minister M
B Patil will inaugurate the ex-
hibition. Agriculture Produce
Marketing Minister Shivanand
Patil will release the farm book-
lets. MLA Vittal Katakadond

will preside. University of Ag-
ricultural Sciences VC P L Patil

r'

will be present.



- 'Nointake of students below 16 yrs”: Centre’s rules for coaching centres

|
|
|
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Bid to address complaints received by govt
about rising cases of student suicides

NEW DELHI, PTI

| oaching centres cannot
~ enrol students below 16

years of age, make mis-
leading promises and guar-
antee rank or good marks,
according to new guidelines
announced by the Ministry of
Education.

The guidelines for regulat-

b

ing coaching insututes have
been framed 1o address the
need for a legal framework
and manage the unregulated
growth of private coaching
centres.

It comes following com-
plaints received by the gov-
ernment about rising cases of
student suicides, fire incidents,
lack of facilities in coaching

incidents as well as methodol-
ogies of teaching adopted by
them.

“No coaching centre shall
engage tutors having qualifi-
cations less than graduation.
The institutions cannot make

.misleading promises or guar-
antee rank or good marks to
parents for enrolling students
inthe coaching centres. Thein-
stitutes cannot enrol students
below 16 years of age. Student
enrolment should be only af-
ter secondary school examina-
tion,” the guidelines said.
“The coaching institutes
cannot publish or cause to be

REGULATIONS

m The institutions cannot
make misleading prom-
ises.

m Cannot hire the services
of any person who has
been convicted of any
offence involving moral
turpitude

m An institute will not be
registered unlessithasa
counselling system

published or take part in the
publication of any misleading

advertisement relating to any
claim, directly or indirectly,
of quality of coaching or the
facilities offered therein or the
result procured by such coach-
ing centre or the student who
attended such class,” it added.

The coaching centres cannot
hire the services of any tutor
or person who has been con-
victed of any offence involving
moral turpitude. An institute
will not be registered unless
it has a counselling system as
per the requirement of these
guidelines.

“Coaching centres shall have
a website with updated details

of the qualification of rutors,
courses/curriculum, duration
of completion, hostel facilines,
and the fees being charged,”
the guidelines stated.

According to new guide-
lines, due to tough compet-
tion and academic pressure
on students, coaching centres
should take steps for the men-
tal well-being of students and
may conduct classes without
putting undue pressure on
them.

“They should establish a
mechanism for immediate in-
tervention to provide targeted
and sustained assistance to

students in distress and stress-
ful situations. The competent
authority may take stepstoen-
sure that a counselling system
15 developed by the coaching
centre and is easily available
for the students and parents.
“Information about the
names of psychologists, coun-
sellors and the ime they ren-
derservices maybegiventoall
students and parents. Trained
counsellors could be appoint-
ed in the coaching centre to
facilitate effective guidance
and counselling for students
and parents,” the guidelines
stated.
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Should Al models be allowed to use copyrighted material for training?

PARLEY

n December 27, 2023, the New York
Times filed a lawsuit against OpenAl
and its backer Microsoft, accusing

ChatGPT as a competing source of information
to the NYT, which has implications for the
newspaper’s business model.

Should Al models be allowed to use
copyrighted material for training? Arul George
Scaria and Cecilia Ziniti discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by P.J. George. Edited
excerpts:

In the context of the NYT versus OpenAl
case, how does the fair use doctrine apply to

i! @Obenhl

EE

.

The NYT's lawsuit against OpenAl has kick-started a global conversation
around copyright infringement and the limits of Al inclusion. REUTERS

U.S. fair use analysis is broad in scope because
there is no purpose-specific limitation. If you
can convince the court through the four factors
that Cecilia mentioned or any other additional

O% Microwft

0@

In the case of generative Al who is the
author? If 1 ask generative Al to edit a
paragraph of mine, and then [ edit it again,

CZ: One of the rights of a copyright holder is
control over how their content is displayed.
Stripping the information on who the owner of a
particular content is, is an additional claim.
However, if it is fair use, then it’s not actually
part of the copyright and there is no claim. It is
not as if there has been a crime and fair useis a
defence. If it is fair use, there has been no crime
because the copyright does not extend that far.
AGS: Thanks for that clarification. If you look at

am | the author versus the Al? These are tough
questions. So far the Copyright Office has
indicated that purely Al-generated content is not

going to get copyright.
AGS: The Indian Copyright Office has sadly

. messed up on this matter. There was one
. application for an Al-generated painting which

under the copyright statute. When the matter

them of copyright infringement. The at what point am I the author versus the AI? | Icat i : itted
is a San _NYThras alleged that OpenAl used thousands of | ceciLia ziNviTI was initially Ire;ected butwhen It was ;ubnjm d
rranc:sco-based its articles to train ChatGPT, a large language . aga:} aija j]mé‘i‘ﬂy ?:mhﬂr.jl wgg_]k by ac q;a:;;r}tan
awyer model, without permission or compensation. ’ SRS e Mol CURVTEAT G e
_ specialisingin  The lawsuit savspliat this has pusiﬁxed | | training. Do you think that would have any . without any deliberation on the consequences
: g 3 influence on fair use analysis in the U.S.? or on the question of whether that was allowed

| becamea controversy, it issued a notice saying
' that it is withdrawing the copyright. But when |

was looking at the Copyright Office records

. recently, it looks like that’s still under

registration.

If you go by the spirit and letter of the
Copyright Act of 1957 in India, there is no way a
non-human can be granted copyright
protection. One of the important steps taken by

' the Indian situation, we still haven’t seen any i the U.S. Copyright Office recently is that they

Scaria material? relevant factors, you might be able to establish specific litigation in the context of text and data have issued guidelines categoncally mentioning
: that it is fair use. India doesn’t have a broad mining. But any future litigation will havetobe | that the applicant should disclose whether Al
Is an Associate  Cecilia Ziniti: In U.S. law, fair use is Section 107 exception like the U.S. What we have is a fair within the ambit of the fair dealing exception, has been used, and if so, in what manner. Such
::::f:;rﬁ the  of the Copyright Act. Essentially, it’s a four-factor dealing exception complemented with a longlist | provided under Section 52 (1a) of the Copyright | disclosure is necessary in today’s context.
School of InH:ia test, and it's notoriously difficult to predict. of enumerated exceptions. It is unfortunate that | Act. Under the statute, there are three categories | Vens -
University OpenAl has a good case, but so does the NYT. within the enumerated exceptions, we don't of users that you need to fit into for fairness | How do you see the situation evolving

The first factor that goes into the fair use have a specific text and data mining exception. analysis. However, many scholars as well as around Al training or Al-generated works

and copyright? .

analysis is the purpose and character of the use.
In other words, how is OpenAl using that
content? The second is the nature of the
copyrighted work. Is it highly creative? Of
course, the NYT would say that it is. The third is
the amount used. Is OpenAl using all of NYT’s
content or only as much as they need to

This means that if a similar case happens in
India, the only way we can justify the training
might be in terms of fair dealing.

Here, my view is that the court will have to
take a very liberal interpretation of the purposes
mentioned if it wants to accommodate training.
Ideally, they should be doing that. There are

courts from other jurisdictions, particularly
Canada, have shown that the courts can take a
liberal approach about the purposes mentioned
in the fair dealing provision.

On the specific issue of training-related
infringement claims, a strong argument in court
could be that it is part of the broader research

CZ: When Napster came out and peer-to-peer
file sharing took off, it was clear that there
needed to be a market solution where you could

| pay for music. Enter iTunes, which created a

way for us to transact online to buy songs and
paved the way for Spotify, Amazon Music and

effectuate their use? The fourth is the effect of precedents from other parts of the globe, purpose. Ideally, what India should be doing if |
the use on the market value of the original. Does particularly Canada, wherein the courts have copyrighted materials are to be allowed for every other music service. I think it will be
OpenAl’s use of NYT's content somehow made a very liberal interpretation for the training purposes is either have a text and data similar here. As the technology grows and as
decrease its (NYT's) market opportunities? purposes mentioned under a similar fair dealing | mining exception inserted into the copyright people want to create fan art or want to be

Fair use doctrine calls for the balancing of the provision. statute or turn the fair dealing exception into a inspired by different things that are copyrighted,
factors. OpenAl's argument would be that [its CZ: Fair use as a doctrine goes back to 1841, toa | fair use exception. Some jurisdictions which had you could have a mechanism to pay the artist. A
use of the material] is transformative. That is, by case about copying the writings of George : been following the fair dealing exception have market-based solution is likely here.
using NYT’s work to train a model, it’s not Washington. A biographer got the copyright to already changed it into fair use exception, AGS: When we talk with the policymakers in
replacing the use of NYT. OpenAl would cite Washington’s papers, and another copied 353 particularly to deal with emerging technologies. | India or Europe or elsewhere, one of the most
cases about Google Books, thumbnails, or pages of them. The court at that time came up * evident things is the fear of missing out. On
scraping, where works that don’t replace the with this balancing test that we still use. There ©° | What is the law on copyright for ownership, many people tend to flag that the
original were found to be transformative and are lots of fun precedents we can look at. Al-generated material? Chinese courts are now allowing it. We should
therefore fair use. There is the case [in 1984] between Sony, the : ' step away from that fear and ask, what is the

maker of the BetaMax videotape recording | CZ:Inthe U.S., the Copyright Office has said that | primary purpose of granting copyright

Arul George Scaria: This is a unique generative

Artificial Intelligence (AI) case wherein both the

technology (VCR), and Universal Studios, which
argued that the technology could be used for

Al-generated material is not copyrightable,
which makes sense since the precedents talk

| protection? If it is promoting creativity, then yes,
. we need to fine-tune our policies to ensure that

R

AR
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parties are on strong grounds. N¥T has
produced evidence which shows verbatim copyright infringement. The U.S. Supreme Court | about a human needing to be involved. Funnily | the broader objective is met. The use of
EMM of content that it owns. This makes found that there was a substantial non-infringing | enough, the case that is the best precedenton | copyrighted materials for training purposes
the fair use analysis even tougher to predict. use, which was time-shifting [recording a this is about a monkey. A monkey in Indonesia | should generally be considered fair use. At the
| same time, we should also ensure that if Open Al

Another important exhibit is that if prompts programme to watch later]. Those are the kinds | took several selfies on a camera set up by a
or anyone else is using copyrighted material for

- were directed in a certain manner, it returned a of cases that the courts will look to. I'salso .- | nature pl er. After several disputes over
specific paragraph of an NYT article. Would this possible that there is a legislative solution, such | who can benefit from the copyright of these training, they don't seek copyright protection
be considered as a substitute for subscribing to as what happened with the Digital Millennium | images, it was shown that neither the for the content generated by the Al concerned.
the NYT? That's something which the court Copyright Act, which is a way for online photographer nor the monkey can. This case
might have to look into. providers to manage copyright infringement on stands for the proposition in copyright law that
However, I take the view that the use of their platforms. s there must be an author, which goes back to the Eu' [_E, R )
copyrighted material for the purpose of training AGS: Cecilia, in the NYT case, one of the U.S. Constitution. = -‘ﬁ To listen to the full intervie
an Al should not be considered infringement interesting claims is that the digital protection In the case of generative Al, who is the Scan the code or go to ﬂ.:,-,,u
because it comes within the broad ambit of the measures that were put in place by NYT were author? If | ask generative Al to edit a paragraph : il www.thehindy,.com
fair use exception. A word of caution here: the overridden when the contents were used for Al of mine, and then I edit it again, at what point LE]- T ot




RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delh

S Al is making its space
in all sectors, mobile
companies have also be-
gun integrating artifi-
cial technology. Google
first introduced it in its
Pixel devices, while
Samsung incorporated numerous
~1 features in its latest flagship
models, the Galaxy S24 Ultra, Gal-
2xv S24+, and Galaxy S24 launched
on Wednesday. Priced at ¥1,59,999
‘or the 12GB 1TB Titanium Gray
model, the Galaxy S24 Ultra has
many Al-led features that will am-

I1fv its user experience. With its

telligent text and call translation
features, the model offers seaniless
~ommunication to its users. Gal-
2%v's ProVisual enhances creative
reedom, and Galaxy’s ProVisual
Engine sets a new standard for
segrch.

“The Galaxy S24 series trans-
jorms our connection with the
world and ignites the next decade
of mobile innovation,” said TM
Roh, president and head of Mobile
eXperience Business at Samsung
Electronics. “Galaxv Al is built on
our innovation heritage and deep
understanding of how people use
their phones. We are excited to see
how our users around the world

S24 ULTRA

empower their everyday lives with
Galaxy Al to open up new
possibilities.”

The Samsung Galaxy S24 comes
with live translation features. The
company feels when one needs to
overcome language barriers, the
Galaxy S24 makes it easier than
ever. Chat with another student or
colleague from abroad, or book a
reservation while on vacation in
another country. It’s all possible
with Live Translate, offering two-
way, real-time voice and text trans-
lations of phone calls within the
native app. It can also function as
a live interpreter. The live conver-
sations can be instantly translated
on a split-screen view, allowing
people standing next to each other
to read the text transcription of

what the other person has said. It
even works without cellular data
or Wi-Fi.

Al-built keyboard

The Samsung Galaxy S24 features
an Al-built keyboard that can
translate messages in real-time in
13 languages.

When you are driving, Android
Auto automatically summarises
incoming texts and suggests rele-
vant replies and actions, such as
sending someone your estimated
time of arrival, allowing you to
stay connected while staying fo-
cused on the road.

The model comes with Samsung
Notes, which includes Al-generat-

ed summaries, template creation
for streamlining notes with pre-
made formats, and cover creation
to make notes easy to spot with a
brief preview. For voice record-
ings, even with multiple speakers,
its Transcript Assist comes handy.
This feature uses Al and speech-to-
text technology to transcribe, sum-
marise, and even translate

recordings.
Unleash creati

The Galaxy S24 series’ ProVisual
Engine is a comprehensive suite of
Al-powered tools that transforms
image-capturing abilities and max-
imises creative freedom. After cap-
turing great shots, innovative Gal-
axy Al editing tools enable simple
edits such as erasing, recomposing,
and remastering. For easier and
more efficient optimisations, Edit
Suggestion uses Galaxy Al to sug-
gest perfectly suitable tweaks for
each photo. To give users even more
creative control and freedom, Gen-
erative Edit can fill in parts of an
image background with generative
Al. When a picture is crooked, Al
will fill in the borders. When an ob-
ject needs to be slightly moved to be
in the perfect position, Al allows us-
ers to adjust the subject’s position
and generate a perfectly blended
background in its original spot.




Dreanisations use Al for
predictive analytics

UMA KANNAN @ Bengaluru

—

rtificial intelligence (A1) has gained traction in India with com-
panies using the technology for predictive analytics, custom-
ised learning paths, and real-time feedback to meet the dynam-
ic needs of the modern workforce, says Derek Laney, Slack
APAC Technology Evangelist, Salesforce.

According to a recent State of Work report by Slack, which
i< a cloud-based team communication platform, Al and automation
are freeing up Indian desk workers with 75% using these technolo-
gies to boost productivity, saving about 4.9 hours per week.

The impact of Al adoption in India is further underscored by a
notable 53% increase in productivity levels reported by Al adop-
ters. “Globally, automation users estimate saving an average of 3.6
hours per week, a significant gain for meaningful work. For exam-
ple, with Al-powered self-evaluation tools, employees can own their
performance and strike a balance between work and life. This ap-

wemanes  proach makes employee development more
{ personalised and data-driven,” Laney adds.
Beyond AI, numerous other technologies
"M .re also reshaping workplaces and offering
"1 avenues for business growth. “Communica-
B tion and collaboration technology stands as
| a cornerstone, encompassing software, ap-
plications, devices, and messaging systems.
& | These tools contribute to the flexibility of
' hybrid/remote work models by ensuring ef-
ficient communication and project manage-
. ment, increasingly blending video, audio,
. and written communications,” he says.
Cloud adoption continues to increase as it
facilitates seamless collaboration and accessibility to data from
anywhere, supporting the flexibility needed for businesses to work
2nd connect with people from anywhere in the world. Cloud solu-
tions also enable businesses to scale operations by providing scal-
able and cost-effective storage solutions, Laney explains.

Slack uses technologies such as identity management and data
encryption with private keys that an organisation can manage to
keep data safe.

He says creativity is no longer only about brainstorming or toil-
ing in solitude. Instead, employees will learn to use Al to help gen-
erate many new possibilities to be tested and tried. |

On whether some jobs will be replaced by Al in future,

Derek Laney feels there are a set of skills that
are likely to be highly impacted by Al au- :
tomation, such as drafting, laying-out
and specifying, monitoring or schedul-
ing. On the other hand, other skills'
remain at the Jower end of exposure
and may not be affected by Al These
include establishing and maintain-
ing relationships, resolving conflicts
or coaching, and developing oth-
ers. “The best advice for employees
is to understand what brings them
motivation and what the current ca-
pability is for their job role, seek to
automate as new technologies become-
available, and lean into lower-impact
skill areas,” he adds. A

Stressing on fostering a mindset of continuous
Jearning and upskilling, he says tech skills col-
lectively contribute to preparing employees
for a future, where Al plays an increasingly
prominent role in the workforce, powering
people instead of replacing them.

A [




Using Al to Improve
sustainability in
Indian Smart Cities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Fifteen consortiums have
applied for a chance to set
up a centre of excellence in

artificial intelligence to
help Indian cities achieve

demonstrable  improve-

" ments in the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)
that are relevant to them.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced the setting up of
three such centres in agri-
culture, health and sus-
tainable cities in the Union
Budget for 2023-24. Each
will get 300 crore. These
centres are expected to
lead and guide cutting-
edge interdisciplinary re-
search in coordination
with industry, academia,
and other stakeholders.
They will help create Al-
based applications and
scalable solutions and pro-

~ ducts that have a dispro-

portionate societal impact,

according to the call for

. proposals

for these
centres.

The centre for sustaina-
ble cities will be set up by
the Education Ministry, in
collaboration with the

Housing and Urban Affairs

The centre will strive
to help the Smart
Cities reduce energy
consumption in
target sectors by 15%

Ministry. “A total of 15 con-
sortiums have applied till
January 15 which was the
last date. Out of these, the
apex committee will select
five, who will be given
proof of concepts and in-
itial funding for a year,”
said Kunal Kumar, CEO of |
the Smart Cities Mission.
“After one year, they will
be evaluated and then one
will be selected to run the |
project,” he said.

The centre of excellence
on Al for sustainable cities
will strive to help the
Smart Cities reduce energy
consumption in target sec-
tors by 15%; air and water
pollution by 10%; improve
sewage and garbage dispo-
sal outcomes by 25%, lead-
ing to a reduction in pollu- |
tant levels in rivers and
seas, as well as an increase
in the reclamation of water
and solid waste; and im- |
prove access to transporta-

tion, resulting a 20% reduc-
tion in commuting time.




D2M technology:
' Access video content on
smartphones or tablets
without internet connection

RAKESN KUMAR @ New Delhi

l

NDIA will soon have direct-to-
| mobile (D2M) technology: allow-
iag mobile or 1ablet users to ex-
perience live television without
an internet connection.

| Trials are already underway
with the collaboration of Ben-
galuru-based Saankhya Labs and
IIT Kanpur The D2M technology
1S at a mature stage, and after
citv-wise trials, it can be
launched for the general public
by next year.

We spoke to Parag Naik, the
Chief Executive Officer of
Saankhya Labs, the company
that designed the chips and don-
gles for D2M, to know his in-
sights into the technology, costs,
and how countries like the Unit-
ed States and South Korea have
shown interest in adopting it.
The company will first launch
the dongle, which will function
like a WiFi router, enabling us-
ers to connect their devices and
enjoy seamless video content or
live television. Excerpts:
® What is D2M technology?
DZM is a way of delivering video
content to your phone without
using the internet, just like you
have Wi-Fi offload. Similarly,
you also have a way to offload
broadcast content. In our coun-
try, most of the content that gets
carried on the network is video.
We, the broadcast network, are
traditionally more optimized for
carrying video.,

® What is in it for the
consumer?

From a consumer benefit per-
spective, there are public use
cases and there are private use
cases. People can use it without
an internet connection, There
are about 300-400 million people
who have access to devices but
cannot pay for them, So, thisisa
way of reaching out to them by
reducing the digital divide. On
the higher end, it’s a reduced
cost for your data plan, depend-
ing on how the model works.

® Has any handset maker
shown interest in it? _
We have been in discussions

INTERVIEW
PARAG NAIK: 7%

with several companies, both In-
dian and foreign. However, I can-

not disclose their names at this
time.

® What would be its cost?
Any new disruption typically
will cost more initially, before it
goes down drastically. The 4G
phones available before 2016
were priced at around ¥40,000:
now the price has dropped to
%4,000. That’s how this technol-
ogy works. Electronic products
are all about volume, and the
cost is inversely proportional to
the volume or directly propor-
tional to the volume, The dongle
will cost T600-700, with a certain
configuration required, but
most Android devices support
it, With large volumes, around
5-10 million, the chips will cost
less than 2150, and the external
dongles (USB DTV receiver don-
gle) would be priced at about
TH00-700.

¥ Do you need any support
from a chipmaker to bring
out this technology?

We don’t need support from a
chipmaker. We need support
from Original Design Manufac-
turers (ODMs). At the end of the
day, the consumer will decide
whether they want to adopt this
technology or not. If consumers
find it intercsting, there will be
pressure on ODMs to incorpo-
rate the technology.



LUNARRACE

Japan counts down to precision moon sniper landing mission

The probe will try to land
within 100 metres of its

target, says space agency

TOKYO, REUTERS

country to put a spacecraft on

the moon when it attempts
aprecision landing on Friday, in
what would be a boost for a space
programme that has suffered a
wave of setbacks and been eclipsed
byrival China.

Dubbed the “moon sniper”,

Japan aims to become the fifth

the Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) probe is attempting
to land within 100 metres (328 feet)
of its target, a technology JAXA
says is unprecedented and essential
in the search for moon water and
human habitability.

Japanisincreasingly looking to
play a bigger role in space, part-
nering with close ally Washington
to respond to China’s military and
technological might, including in
space. Japan boasts a number of
private-sector space startups and
aims to send an astronaut to the
moon as part of NASA’s Artemis
programme.

But JAXA has faced multiple
setbacks, including a launch failure
in March of the new flagship
rocket H3 that was meant to match
cost-competitiveness against

JAXA will use the same H-1lA
rocket to send the lunar probe.
REUTERS FILE

commercial rocket providers like
SpaceX. |

JAXA’s Smart Lander for
Investigating Moon (SLIM) probe
will start a 20-minute touchdown
phase on its one-way mission from

midnight on Saturday (1500 GMT
Friday), trying to land on a target
site roughly the size of two athletic
tracks on the slope of a crater just
south of the lunar equator.

“No other nation has achieved
this. Proving Japan has this
technology would bring us a huge
advantage in upcoming interna-
tional missions like Artemis,” said
Shinichiro Sakai, JAXA's SLIM
project manager.

India’s Chandrayaan-3 in August
made a historic touchdown on the
moon’s south pole, a major techno-
logical feat given the rough terrain,
highlighting India’s rise as a major
player in space.

JAXA stresses its high-precision
technology will become a powerful
tool in future exploration of hilly
moon poles, seen as a potential

source of oxygen, fuel and water.
Japan also plans a joint unmanned
lunar polar exploration with India
in 2025.

“For lunar project development,
Japan can’t beat the US, China or
India in terms of resources,” said
Kazuto Saiki, a Ritsumeikan Uni-
versity professor who developed
SLIM’s near-infrared camera that
will analyse moon rocks after the
landing.

“We should focus on building
sought-after technologies like the
pinpoint landing and near-infrared
cameras which overseas explora-
tion projects will strive to adopt.”

JAXA has twice landed on small
asteroids, but a moon landing is
much more difficult due to its grav-
ity, as seen in a number of recent
failures.
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Covid: Prison
duthorities told
to track health

of prisoners

BENGALURU* DHNS: The
Health Department has
asked the prison authorities
to keep a close watch on the
health of the prisoners ow-
INg to the large number of
Covid cases being reported |
from the state.

The department has di-
rected the officialstoensure
allnewly admitted prisoners,
abovetheage of 60 yearsand
showing ILI symptoms, are
tested for Covid. Further, all
detainees with SARI symp-
toms should also be tested.

“Provide immediate med-
ical attention to prisoners
showing symptoms of re-
spiratory illness, and if they
test positive, shift them to
the hospital and manage ac-
cordingly,” a circular issued
by the department said.

Further, the authorities
have been told to keep a
close watch on prisoners
in contact with confirmed

positive patients

149 new
Covid cases

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
state has reported 149 new
Covid cases and one d?ath,
according to the bulletinre-
leased on Thursday.

As many as 7,329 tests
were conducted. The pos-
itivity rate stands at 2.03%
and the state now hasa total
of 669 active Covid cases.
Of the 669 patients, 639 are
under home isolation, 21 of
them admitted to geqeral
beds, one of them admitted
to general beds with oxygen
support and eight of them
are being treated in ICU.
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Doctors asked

to state reason
while advising

“antimicrobials

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has asked doctors to make

it a mandatory practice to

| son/justification) while
- prescribing antimicrobials,

write the indication (rea-

and directed pharmacists .
to stop over-the-counter o
sale of antibiotics, and sell
them only with the pre-
scription of a qualified
doctor.

The Ministry’s latest di-

" rection cites the misuse
and- overuse of antimicro-

bials, which it said is one of
the main drivers of antimi-
crobial resistance (AMR).
The letter issued by the
Ministry to all medical and

~ pharmacist ~ associations
" and doctors of medical col-

leges said that it is estimat-
ed bacterial AMR is direct-
ly responsible for 1.27
million global deaths In

2019,

Stating that AMR puts

" many of the gains of mod-

ern medicine at risk, the
Ministry said that misuse
and overuse of antimicro-
bials is one of the main
drivers in the development
of drugresistant patho-

gens.
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India on diplomatic overdrive
“as the Red Sea crisis escalates

STRATEGIC MOVE. Foreign Minister reaches out to Iran; PM speaks to Russian President

==
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

As the crisis in the Red Sea,
spurred by the Israel-Hamas
war, escalates, Indiahasbeguna
diplomatic outreach to crucial
plavers to secure the country’s
trade and strategic interests.
The outreach treads a line of
neutrality in the conflict
between the Western powers
and the Islamic world; India has
not joined the US-led multina-
tional naval coalition in the Red
Sea even while it remains crit-
ical of the Houthi violence.

The heightening of the West
Asia crisis has impacted global
trade and threatens $235-240
billion worth of India’s annual
trade through the Red Sea.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs, on Thursday, made it clear
that while the situation in the
Red Sea impacting the flow of

commerce was worrisome, the

Indian Navy was trying its best
' to secure the sea-lanes and, as

of now, the country had no

| plans of joining any “multilat-

eral arrangement” such as the
US-led multinational naval
coalition.
“We are looking at the un-
folding situation. We are con-

cerned about the deterioration

-

TAKING STOCK. External Affairs Minister S Jais

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian

Naval vessels are patrolling the
area. We are doing our best to
secure the Indian shipping
lines, and also giving support to
others. We are not part of any
multilateral arrangement as of
now,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in re-
sponse to a question on
whether India had plans of join-
ing the US-led coalition to se-
cure its cargoin the Red Sea.

EXPORTS RE-ROUTED

Owing to the heightening con-
flict, exports to crucial markets
in Europe, the US east coastand

parts of Africa and West Asia,

earlier using the Red Sea, are
now being re-routed via the

Cape of Good Hope in South
Africa, resulting in steep In-
creases in shipping and insur-
ance charges. Animportant ele-

/ in the security situation. Our  ment of India’s diplomatic

outreach was Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs S Jaishankar’s re-
cent visit to Tehran, where he
shared with Iranian Foreign
Minister ‘Hossein Amirabdol-
lahian the country’s concerns
onthe havoc caused by the Iran-
backed Houthis in the Red Sea.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Russian Presid-
ent Vladimir Putin earlier this
week. The MEA is also engaging
diplomatically with other coun-
tries connected with the crisis,
including Western powers, per
an official tracking the inter-
Ministerial meet on the issue
chaired by the Commerce De-
partment on Wednesday.
According to former Foreign
Secretary Kanwal Sibal, India
can hardly sit back while the
war in the West Asia escalates.
Sibal looks at the Foreign Min-
ister’'srecent visit to Iranas part

of the diplomatic efforts that

have been stepped up to secure
India’s interests.

“It is in our interest to €n-
gage all parties diplomatically.
India now has a stronger voice
and while we do not have too
much in our hands to change
the course of events, we can cer-
tainly talk to all crucial plavers.
The Prime Minister had a talk
with Putin and now the Foreign
Minister has gone to [ran. We
are proactive,” Sibal told
businessline.

ISSUES DISCUSSED
About the discussions between
Jaishankar and his Iramian
counterpart Amirabdollahian,
the MEA spokesperson said is-
sues of the Red Sea, the Gulf of
Aden, and the violence and
destabilisation there were
among the things discussed as
India is ‘“deeply concerned
about the whole situation”.
According to trade analyst
Ajay Srivastava, the conflict will
impact most of Asian tradewith
Europe and may lead to supply |
chain restructuring focussing |
on near-shoring with neigh- |
bours even at moderately |
higher costs. As the MEA |
spokesperson said, “We are |
watching the situation closely.”

Withinputs from Poornima Joshi



RBI not discussing rate

cuts yet: Shaktikanta Das

HAWKISH STANCE. ‘Unless inflation settles at 4%, it’s premature to talk of rate cuts’

——
Bloomberg

The central bank won’t con-
sider interest rate cuts unless
inflation settles firmly around
the 4 per cent target, with
policvmakers not even dis-
cussing the topic vet, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said.

While price gains have
moderated, “unless we see
clear evidence that inflation is
going to sustain at that level, it
will be premature to talk
about rate cuts,” Das told
Bloomberg Television’s
Haslinda Amin in an interview
on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum in Davos on
Thursday. “The topic of rate
cuts 1s not even under discus-
sion,” he said.

HEADLINE INFLATION

The Reserve Bank of India has
kept rates unchanged for five
straight policy meetings,
while sticking to a relatively

CAUTIOUS APPROACH. Das said rate cuts in India will
depend on domestic factors, and reiterated the RBI’s policy is
to be “actively disinflationary.”

hawkish stance as inflation
hovers above the target. Eco-
nomists are projecting the
central bank will begin cutting
interest rates this year after

the Federal Reserve starts eas-
ing. When asked about Fed
rate cuts, Das said markets “all

over are running ahead of

central banks and that should

not happen.” He said rate cuts
in India will depend on do-
mestic factors, and reiterated
the RBI’s policy is to be “act-
ively disinflationary.”

Inflation in India acceler-
ated to a four-month high in
December, largely due to
volatile food prices. Stripping
out food and fuel costs, the
core measure slid below 4 per
cent for the first time in al-
most four years, raising ex-
pectations of rate cuts.

The RBI targets headline
inflation, which has “come
within our target range of 2 to
6 per cent,” the Governor
said. “But our target being 4
per cent, we are steadily mov-
ing towards that.”

Economic growth will
likely touch 7 per cent in the
next fiscal year while inflation
will average around 4.5 per
cent, Das said, . That would
put the economy on track to
post growth of around 7 per
cent or more for four consec-
utive years, he said.



ARYAMAN GUPTA
New Delhi, 18 January

he availability of

domestic capital to

fund startups and an

abilitv to attract tal-
ent in the early days are
among the biggest challenges
faced by entrepreneurs,
Infosys Co-founder N R
Narayana Murthy said on
Thursday.

“It is desirable to create a
policy that makes it attractive
for domestic institutions like
family offices of HNIs (high
net-worth individuals),
insurance companies or large
corporations to invest in ven-
ture capital funding,” he said
at the T N Chaturvedi
Memorial Lecture 2024 in
New Delhi’s Prime Ministers’
Museum and Library.

Among the other hurdles
that startups and entrepren-
eurs face is attracting the best
talent to form a team of early
adopters, due to financial con-
straints and the lack of brand
value, according to Murthy,
who spoke on the topic, “Ent-
repreneurs, Ethics and Good
Governance in Creating a
More Prosperous India:
Lessons of a Practitioner”.

He said that budding
entrepreneurs need to earn
the respect of the government
and society by ensuring good
corporate governance prac-
tices, and stressed that entre-
preneurship and innovation
were key to bringing about
prosperity in a nation.

“Respect from customers
enhances repeat business.

Respect from employees
enhances retention. Respect
from investors attracts more

long-term investors. Respect

from the government gives
confidence 1o the government

Lack of domestic
capital a hurdle for

startups: Murthy

ITIS DESIRABLE TO
CREATEA POLICY

THAT MAKES ITATTRACTIVE

FOR DOMESTICINSTITUTI
LIKE FAMILY OFFICES

OF HNIs, INSURANCE
COMPANIES OR LARGE

CORPORATIONSTO
INVESTINVENTURE

CAPITALFUNDING"

N R NARAYANA MURTHY
Co-founder, Infosys

ONS

to create business-friendly
policies and regulations,” he
said.

Murthy added that entre-
preneurs can garner respect
via good corporate govern-
ance practices, adhering to
fairness, transparency and
accountability with every
stakeholder.

“Good governance
depends on the quality of the
chairman of the board of the
company. Any company
where the board, or the chair-
man in particular, are gullible
or have been brought up with-
out good training in corporate
governance, lack a sound
value system,” he said.

Murthy advised entrepre-
neurs to follow a set of golden
rules to ensure proper govern-
ance. “First, do unto others
what you want them to do
unto you. Second, remember
that the softest pillow is a
clear conscience. Third, and
most importantly, the most
valuable and enduring posi-
tion for an individual is
respect from society and not
material wealth.”

Murthy claimed that the
only way nations can usher in

prosperity is by creating an
environment where comimu-
nities can thrive economically
through innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Murthy emphasised the
importance of the English
language in furthering inno-
vation in India.

“It is important to remem-
ber that the English language
has the largest and fastest
growing reservoir of knowl-
edge in science, technology,
engineering and manage-
ment (STEM). If we forsake
English, we will fall further
behind in our attempt to use
STEM to solve the basic prob-
lems of our poor and in our
desire to make India prosper-
ous,” he said.

Murthy also said that gov-
ernment initiatives and pol-
icies such as Startup India and
the National Education Policy
(NEP) had proven “extremely

valuable.”

“Startup India is likely to
vield positive results in the
medium term, while NEP will
lay a strong foundation to
make India an innovative and

prosperous nation in the long
term,” he said.
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Intlation must fall for 7% GDP growth in FY25

ENS FCONOMIL DUNZAV @ tiew Dahi.

THE objective of the govern-
ment should be to sustain the
growth momentum by securing
real GDP growth of 7% in FY25
in an environment of macr-
oeconomic stability, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said in its
December State of the Econo-
my Bulletin on Thursday.
The RBI said to maintain the
growth momentum, India

needs to align inflation with
e the target by the second quar-

c- ter of the year, as projected,

-

be strengthened and asset qual-
ity improved even further.
“The gains of the trans-
formative technological change
that is underway must be
harnessed for inclusive
and participative
growth in a sound risk-
free environment. The
virtuous thrust to in-
vestment from govern-
ment capex must be part-
nered and even led by the
corporate sector, supplemented

by foreign direct investment,”
says the report. -

and get anchored there.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Wednesday predicted
the FY25 inflation at 4.5%.
Speaking at a the World
Economic Forum event
at Davos, he predicted
India’'s GDP growth
will be 7% in FY25. RBI
bulletin further says in
order to maintain the
growth momentum, the
ongoing consolidation of fiscal
and external balances needs to

continue and balance sheets of
financial institutions need to

The report says India must
take a leap of faith in 2024, re-
cover the losses of years gone by
and prevail over the formidable
downside risks that are seen
over the horizon. “Weak global
outlook can be brightened if
geopolitical conflicts end and
their repercussions through
commodity and financial mar-
kets, trade and transportation,
and supply networks are con-
tained. Inflation must be van-
quished, paving way for finan-
cial conditions to ease in support

~ of growth,” says the report.
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ROSHAN THYAGARAJAN
BENGALURU. DHNS

ere we go again. The
Indian management
1s confused. again. It’s

obviously attempting to mol-
lify the situation by being con-
sciouslyvague. But.ithasbeen
using these archaic diversion
tactics for too long for the truth
to lay hidden.

Why then use it, vou ask?
Well. because it doesn't know
any better. Also, ‘better’ would
involve transparency and vul-
nerability. As we know by now,
these factors are notits forte.

Even as these embarrass-
ing, poor-man’s Machiavellian
strategiesreveal themselves on
an everyday basis, it becomes
painfully clear thar the Indian
team is not prepared for its
next big assignment: the T20
World Cup.

It's in fine shape for the five-
match Test series against En-
gland. Its desire to win an ICC
event, however, is most likely
going to remain just that: a de-
sire. Actually, at this point, it’s
justadesperate dream.

The same can be said about
the 50-over World Cup, which
they let slip on the final day of
the tournament against Aus-
tralia. This is a bit different
though.

Forone, we're a few months
away from the start of the tour-
nament so we can't for certain
predict the trajectory one way
orthe other. Secondly, the One-

Day International team had
identified its core personnel to
build around.

The clarity in combination
was achieved later than they
would have liked, but it even-
tually manifested a ten-game
winning streak. It was excel-
lence irrespective of the end
result. And so, the delayed
nature of coherence was for-
gotten, forgiven even.

In this case, they have cho-
sen to complicate the matter
by their own volition. Ob-
viously, they're saying they
haven't. But, the fact that
Indian coach Rahul Dravid
announced that they would
hinge on the upcoming Indi-
an Premier League to decide
the team which travels to the
United States of America
and the West Indies, reveals
enough.

“Ingeneral, we have adecent
sized (WC probables) pool and
itinvolves guys who have been
playing in the past 5-6 months
who are in the mix,” he said
after India scrapped past Af-
ghanistan in the series-ending
T20Iin Bengaluru.*Obviously,
there are some guys who are
firmed upand we have got a fair
idea of the kind of balance in
the squad we are looking at.”

But?

“..there is always an oppor-
tunity for some other guys as
well to put their hand up and
be counted. That’s really up to
the selectors then to see what
kind of balance that we take. It’s
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India’s uncertain road to T20 WC

The fact the coreis yet to be
identified doesn't bode well

hard to answer that question
because it really depends on
each and every case, individu-
al and the role we are looking
for. We have got a fairly decent
idea but obviously, there will be
spots available over the course
of the next few months.”

So, what Dravid is actually
saying is that he's about as in
the dark about the team as the
managementis.

For starters, India an-
nounced that the three-match
series against Afghanistan
would provide the perfect plat-
form to try out combinations

The fact that a talented youngster like Shubman Gill (right) had to
the management’s priorities for the T20 World Cup this June. p1i

and give young talentachance.

Right. They expressed it by
including Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli in the playing XI!

Let’s face it, for all their
greatness, they are past their
sell-by date in the shortest
format. A century from Ro-
hit doesn't undo the fact that
he didn't trust himsell with
running between the wickets
during the Super Over.

Also, their inclusion meant
actual young talent such as
Shubman Gilland Tilak Verma
didn’'tgetaproper run. Basical-
ly, they will have torely on their
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exploits in the IPL to bolster
their case.

The same pedantic drama
will continue to expose itself
when it comes to keepers be-
cause the Indian team has a
laundry list of them who are
good, and Dravid sayseveryone
is in the mix. Last count, there
are five of them who can both
'keep well and bat well!

Perhaps the Indian man-
agement has forgotten that
the Board of Control for Crick-
et in India devised the IPL to
become a conveyor belt of T20
talent. It was not intended to

it out to make way for veteran Virat Kahli says a lot about

. 4

be a selection tool, a criteria.
That's not the role that a fran-
chise-based league should as-
sume,

Ithasdone thatin the pastin
the case of the likes of Dinesh
Karthik and so on, but should
i?

[n any case, if you present
this question to the manage-
ment, you're going to get an
answer $o vague, you may as
well wait to see what the fu-
ture holds. But it’s plenty obvi-
ous that critical mass has been
achieved. Now, to see what we
getoutofit.



Tired Medvedev survives Emil scare

Unseeded Blinkova shocks last
years runner-up Rybakina

v

MELBOURNE, AFP

wo-time runner-up Daniil

Medvedev reached the

Australian Open third
round with a five-set win over
Emil Ruusuvuori which fin-
ished at 3:40 am on Friday
morning.

World number three Medve-
dev battled back from two sets
down to win 3-6, 6-7 (1/7), 6-4,
7-6 (7/1), 6-0 after more than
four hours and 20 minutes on
court.

Medvedev had been just two
points from defeat when trail-
ing his 53rd-ranked Finnish
opponent 4-5 in the fourth set.

- However, he recovered to
sprint through the tie-break
to level at two sets all and then
swept the decider as Ruusu-
vuori struggled with a right
shoulder injury.

Medvedev, the 2021 and
2022 finalist, will face Canadi-
an 27thseed Felix Auger-Alias-
sime for a place in the last 16.

Earlier, unseeded Russian
Anna Blinkova shocked last
year’s runner-up Elena Ry-
bakina on Thursday, winning
the longest tie-break in Grand
Slam history as world number
one Iga Swiatek came back
from the brink.

On a day of striking sec-
ond-round upsets, women’s
fifth seed Jessica Pegula also
crashed out, along with men'’s

= e M (L .

eighth seed Holger Rune. But
the biggest drama was saved
until late into the cool, breezy
night in Melbourne, when
Blinkova converted her 10th
match point to beat third-
ranked Rybakina 6-4, 4-6, 7-6
(22/20).

The first two sets were com-
pletely forgotten in an aston-
ishing 42-point tie-break that
lasted more than half an hour.

The previous tie-break re- . '

cord at a Grand Slam was 38
points, which happened ontwo
occasions — at the 2007 Aus-
tralian Open and at last year’s
Wimbledon.

Blinkova, 25, who saved six
match points, said it was the
“best day of my life so far”.

“I’had so many match points
and I tried to be aggressive in
these moments, but my hands
were shaking, my legs too. I
tried tobe calm as farasIcould
and [ am super happy to win.

“Iwastelling myself‘goforit’.
Iwasalsotelling myself ‘just stay
solid, stay solid, solid, solid, and
just putting the ball inthe court,
into the court, in the court’,and
finally itworked out.”

She will face 26th-seeded
Italian Jasmine Paolini in the
third round.

The astonishing scenes on
Rod Laver Arena overshad-
owed a remarkable comeback
earlier in the day by women'’s
world number one Swiatek.

The Polish player was cruis-
ing at a set and a break up
against Danielle Collins before
faltering badly and slipping to

a4-1deficitin thedeciding set.”

But just as she appeared to
be heading home, she reeled
off five straight games to win
6-4, 3-6, 6-4 and extend her
winning runto 18 matches. The
four-time Grand Slam cham-
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TENNIS AUSTRALIAN OPEN

pion will face unseeded Czech
player Linda Noskova next.

Spanish world number
two Carlos Alcaraz matched
his best Melbourne result by
reaching the third round with
a 6-4, 6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 7-6 (7/3)
win against Italy’s unseeded
Lorenzo Sonego.

The two-time major cham-
pion, who struck 43 winners,
found himselfall square atone
set apiece despite not facing
any break points in the first
twosets. Buthe brushed offthe
lossof thesecond set, breaking
earlyin the third set,and came
out on top in the fourth-set tie-
breakin windy conditions.

Alcaraz will meet Chinese
wildcard Shang Juncheng
next as he ramps up his drive
towards a maiden title in Mel-
bourne.

7-5,6-4 scoreline.
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his five-set win over Finland's Emll ﬁijbsuvunri on Thursdﬂay. A#P

Alcaraz, who missed the
2023 Australian Open due to
injury,isaiming tobecome the
third man in the Open Era to
win three Grand Slams before
the age of 21, after Bjorn Borg
and Mats Wilander. Healso has
the chance to supplant Novak
Djokovicasworld number one.

Nagal's dream run ends
Chinese tennis prodigy
Juncheng Shang blunted Su-
mit Nagal’s challenge to halt
the Indian’s impressive run at
the first major of the season.
Coming into the match after
an inspiring win over a top-30
player, Nagal began in the same
dominating fashion but the
18-year-oldwild cardentrantgot
betterasthegameprogressedto
walkoutawinnerwitha2-6,6-3,

KEY RESULTS

Second round (prefix denotes seeding)
MEN: 3-Daniil Medvedev (Rus) bt Emil Ruusuvuori (Fin} 3-6.6-7 (1/7).6-4. 7-6 (7/1),
6-0; 9-Hubert Hurkacz (Pol) bt Jakub Mensik (Cze) 6-7 (9/11),6-1,5-7,6-1,6-3 Ar-
thur Cazaux (Fra) bt 8-Holger Rune (Den) 7-6 (7/4),6-4, 4-6, 6-3; 28-Tallon Criek-
spoor (Ned) bt Arthur Fils (Fra) 3-6, 6-1, 7-5, 6-4; 21-Ugo Humbert (Fra) bt Zhang
Zhizhen (Chn) 6-2, 5-7, 6-1, 7-6 (7/3); 13-Grigor Dimitrov (Bul) bt Thanasi Kokkinakis
(Aus) 6-3, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4; Nuno Borges (Por) bt 23-Alejandro Davidovich Fokina (Esp)
7-6(9/7).6-3, 6-3; 27-Felix Auger-Aliassime (Can) bt Hugo Grenier (Fra) 6-1, 3-6.6-1,
6-2; 6-Alexander Zverev (Ger) bt Lukas Klein (Svk) 7-5,3-6,4-6, 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (10/7);
Alex Michelsen (US) bt 32-Jirt Lehecka (Cze) 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4; 19-Cameron Norrie
(Gbr) bt Giulio Zeppieri {Ita) 3-6, 6-7 (4/7), 6-2, 6-4, 6-4; 11-Casper Ruud (Nor) bt Max
Purcell (Aus) 6-3,6-7 (5/7).6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (10/7); 14-Tommy Paul (US) bt Jack Draper
(Gbr) 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 7-5; Miomir Kecmanovic (Srb) bt 24- Jan-Lennard Struff (Ger) 6-4,
1-6, 7-6 (7/5). 1-6, 7-6 (11/9); Shang Juncheng (Chnj bt Sumit Nagal (Ind} 2-6,6-3,
7-5, 6-4; 2-Carlos Alcaraz (Esp) bt Lorenzo Sonego (Ita) 6-4,6-7 (3/7).6-3, 7-6 (7/3).
WOMEN: 11-Jelena Ostapenko (Lat) bt Ajla Tomljanovic (Aus) 6-0, 3-6, 6-4; 1B-Vic-
toria Azarenka (Bir) bt Clara Tauson (Den) 6-4, 3-6, 6-2; 1-1ga Swiatek (Pol) bt
Danielle Collins (US) 6-4, 3-6, 6-4; Linda Noskova (Cze) bt McCartney Kessler (US)
6-3, 1-6, 6-4; 15-Elina Svitolina (Ukr) bt Viktoriya Tomova (Bul) 6-1, 6-3; Viktorija
Golubic (Sui) bt Katerina Sinlakova (Cze) 6-3, 2-6, 6-4; 27-Emma Navarro (US)
bt Elisabetta Cocciaretto (Ita) 4-6, 6-3, 6-3; Dayana Yastremska (Ukr) bt Varvara
Gracheva (Fra) 6-3, 6-2; Anna Blinkova (Rus) bt 3-Elena Rybakina (Kaz) 6-4,4-6,7-6
(22/20); 26-Jasmine Paolini (Ita) bt Tatjana Maria (Cer) 6-2, 6-3; Anna Kalinskaya
(Rus) bt Arantxa Rus (Ned) 6-1, 7-5; Sloane Stephens (US) bt 14-Daria Kasatkina
(Rus) 4-6, 6-3, 6-3; 12-Zheng Qinwen (Chn) bt Katie Boulter (Gbr) 6-3,6-3; Wang
Yafan (Chn) bt Emma Raducanu (Cbr) 6-4, 4-6, 6-4; Clara Burel (Fra) bt 5- Jessica
Pegula (US) 6-4,6-2.




Leaky India go down to cllmcal Uzbekistan

DOHA. PTI

ereft of ideas. a lacklus-
tre Indian football team's

woes were compounded
bv its defensive lapses. result-
ing ina 0-3drubbing byadom-
inant Uzbekistan in the AFC
Asian Cup here on Thursday.

This is India’s second suc-
cessive defeat in Group B.
having started their campaign
with a 0-2 loss to title contend-
ers Australia, in which their
spirited performance earned
them plaudits.

However, against the cen-
tral Asian nation at Ahmed
bin Ali Stadium, India’s perfor-
mance was a far cry from their
display against the Socceroos,
a FIFA World Cup regular.

Uzbekistan scored through
Abbosbek Fayzullaev (4th
minute), Igor Sergeev (18th)
and Nasrullaev (45+3) to
register their first win in the
competition after being held
to a stalemate by Syria in their
tournament opener.

Hoping tostartona positive
note barely days after their
promising show against Aus-
tralia, India, instead, found
themselves on the backfoot
straightaway and conceded a
rather soft goal early on.

The lightning quick Fayzu-
llaev, placed in a favourable
position, found the target
with a header past the hapless
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu after
Shukurov headed the ball to-
wards him from a Nasrullaev

7

cross taken at the edge of the

Indian penalty area.
Ranked 102 in the world as

against their 68-ranked op-
ponents, Igor Stimac’s men

Sherzod Nasrullaev celebrates after lng is m’ |
third goal against India on Thursday. AP

found the going tough as Uz-
bekistan looked to rattle the
Indian defence with their at-
tacking play. Unlike the match
against Australia, the Indians

could not prevent Uzbekistan
from splitting their defence

wide open in the early part.
[n a mood to stamp their

authority further, Uzbekistan

again benefitted fromsloppy de-
fending from their opponents.
Rahul Bheke gave the ball away
inthe halfway line. Akash Mish-
ramanaged totouch theballbut
his clearance hitthe postbefore
returning to the field of play, and
Sergeev did the rest to put his
side 2-0 ahead.

Evenasthe Indianslookedto
bounce back, therewasnoletup
in Uzbekistan's intensity asthey
struck their third goal just be-
fore the half-time, with Nasrul-
laev scoring from the rebound
as the Indian defence failed to
respond to the situation.
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. Indian eves bow to

- Germany in thriller

RANCHI, PTI

he Indian women’s
Thockey team fought
with great resolve but

lost its nerves in the most
crucial phase of the penal-
ty shootout, going down to
Germany 3-4 in the second
semifinal of the FIH Olympic
Qualifier here on Thursday.

Thematchwasstretchedto
a penalty shootout after the
teams were tied at 2-2 in the
regulation time. With thiswin
Germany secured a berth in
the Paris Olympics later this
year. |
However, India will also
have a crumb of consolation
as the hosts have another
chancetoseal their Olympics
berthiftheybeatJapaninthe
third-fourth place match on
Friday. ,

The top three sides from

this tournament will qualify

for the Paris Games. World
no.5Germanywilltakeonthe
USA in the final of this event
on Friday.

Deepika (15th minute)
and Ishika Chaudhary (59th)
were the goal-scorers for In-
dia in the regular time, while
Germany’s both goals were
scored by Charlotte Stapen-
horst (27th, 57th).

As expected, the Germans
came out attacking from the
onsetand exerted continuous
pressure on the Indian de-
fence on a foggy night, where
visibility wasa problem.
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Skipper Savita Puniawasin
fine touch on Thursday,
but her efforts were not

enough. FILE PHOTO
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The Germanswererighton
their moneywith their strate-
gyand made numerouscircle
entries. |

They earned a penalty cor-
nerinthe opening minute but
it was disallowed after India
went for a review. But the
visitors kept up the pressure
and fetched another penalty
cornerin the ninth minute but
India captain and goalkeeper
Savita Punia was up to the
task.

TheIndianstoomadeafew
circle penetrations butlacked
in finishing. But egged on by
MS Dhoni, the former India
cricket team captain who
came to watch the game, the
home side fought back val-
iantly to trouble the German
defence with their speed.

Just 55 seconds from the
end of the first quarter, India
secured their first penalty
corner and Deepika slammed
home with a powerful drag-
flick to stun the Germans.




sudden-death heartbreak for
India, faces Japan for Paris spot

Germany and USA punch a ticket to the Summer Games; the former overcomes 2 spirited home side led by Savita
while the latter cashes in on the numerical advantage to turn the tables on the Japanese in a thrilling encounter

OLYMPIC QUALIFIERS

Uthra Ganesan
RANCH]I

ndia captain Savita
l stood teary-eyed in

the middle of the field
with fellow goalkeeper Bi-
chu Devi as Germany
booked a spot in the final
of the Olympic Qualifiers
and a ticket to Paris with a
4-3 win in sudden-death af-
ter being tied 2-2 in regula-
tion time in the semifinals
on Thursday.

Starting as the under-
dog against a team that has
made it to every Olympics
since its debut in 1984 and
everything, including track
record and rankings
against it, India put up a
gallant fight before going
down.

It will now play Japan in
a must-win game for the
third spot as the last re-

‘maining Olympic spot is at

stake. USA won 2-1 against
Japan in the other
semifinal.

Though India had more
possession, Germany dom-
inated the exchanges. The
host’s speed and attacking
play, the highlight in the
last two games, was mis-
sing.
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Stopped in their tracks: The Indians gave it their all but couldn’t get past the Germans. PTI

A penalty corner (PC) in
the final minute of the first
quarter saw Deepika strike
past Julia Sontag and put
India ahead. Instead of
building on it, the Indian
team went on the defen-
sive, allowing the Germans
the space to keep pressing
hard.

For the next 30 minutes,
the game was largely res-
tricted to India’s half as
Germany kept pushing for
an equaliser. India’s de-

fence stood firm against a
German side that barely al-
lowed breathing space. Re-
lying only on free hits and
individual skills to move
ahead, the Indian attack
did not have the cohesion
or penetration seen be-
fore.

The Indian defence,
which had stalled repeated
German attacks, was guilty
of conceding two goals af-
ter failing to mark Char-
lotte Stapenhorst inside

the circle and not provid-
ing enough back-up for
Savita. The second of those
came in the 57th minute
and just when it looked like
the contest was sealed, Ish-
ika managed to deflect a re-
bound off India’s third PC
in the 59th minute to take
the game into shootouts.

It looked going India’s
way with Sangita and Soni-
ka scoring and Savita sav-
ing two of Germany’s first
three shots. But India’s two

most experienced players |
in the shootout — Nehaand |
Navneet — hurried and |
missed their chances, tak- |
ing the game to sudden- |

death. Lisa Nolte struck

her second of the night to |

end India’s hopes.
Earlier in the day, for 50

minutes, Japan seemed to |
have the game and a final |

spot in its control before a
yellow card to Chico Fuji-

bayashi in the 52nd minute |
gave USA the numerical ad- |
vantage. It made the most

of it, scoring twice in three |
minutes to stun the Japa- |
nese and return to the |

Olympics.
In the

Republic 2-0 with two
goals in three minutes

while Italy beat Chile in a |

shootout.

The results:

Semifinals: USA 2 (Ashley
Hoffman, Abigail Tamer) bt Japan
1 (Amiru Shimada).

Germany 2 (Charlotte
Stapenhorst 2) drew with India 2
(Deepika, Ishika); Germany won
4-3 in sudden-death,

5-8 place: italy 2 (Antonella
Bruni, Federica Carta) bt Chile 2
(Francisca Tala, Paula Valdivia) on
penalties.

New Zealand 2 (Samantha Child,
Katie Doar) bt Czech Republic 0.

classification
matches for the 5-8 place,
New Zealand beat Czech

|

|
|
|

|
|
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PEACE EFFORTS SHOULD
BE REDOUBLED AS WEST
ASIA WAR SPREADS WIDER

HE West Asia war between Israel and Hamas is spread-

ing. The Iran-backed Houthi and Hezbollah militias have

already joined the war. Israel has launched attacks on

Lebanon and Syria to target these groups and the Hamas

leaders based in these countries. The Houthis have taken
the war to the Red Sea, one of the busiest shipping lanes of the
world, by launching attacks on western commercial vessels.
This has brought the US into the war. The US is leading an in-
ternational patrol mission in the Red Sea to safeguard ships
against attacks by the Houthis and has launched missile at-
tacks in Iraq, Syria and Yemen to neutralise the Iran-backed
militia groups. The war that was so far confined to West Asia
with the players including Iran, Yemen, Syria, Iraq and Leba-
non, besides Israel and Palestine, has now arrived at the door-
steps of the Indian subcontinent with Iran and Pakistan
launching missile attacks on each other.

Iran and Pakistan have had problems on their 900-km border
for a long time. Both countries have accused each other of har-
bouring militants who have fomented trouble on the other side.
Iran attacked Pakistan after nearly a hundred Iranians were
killed by a bomb that exploded during an event in the memory
of commander Qassem Soleimani, who was killed by the USin
2020. Iran blamed the Pakistan-based Jaish al-Adl group and
launched missiles at the group’s hideout in Pakistani territory
in Balochistan. Pakistan has launched retaliatory missile at-
tacks against what it calls the sarmachar or the separatists
living inside Iran. While the world was warned, including by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, about the Israel-Hamas con-
flict turning into a regional war. few expected it to spread out-
side the West Asian region. The war has already put global
connectivity and energy supply at a risk. Any further escala-
tion between Iran and Pakistan is sure to bring other major
powers into the game and create instability in the region.

The road to peace is difficult but the dividends are rich. UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres’s call for a ceasefire be-

tween Israel and Hamas has been ignored. Regional peacemak-

ers such as Qatar, a small country that brokered peace between
the US and Taliban, and Egypt, which has had a longest-stand-

Ing peace treaty with Israel, need to double their efforts to en-

gage the two sides. Israel and Palestine need to be brought back

to the table for a lasting global peace.
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ASANANDA Bhoi's elder son
died of snake-bite and he ex-
pected an ex gratia payment
from the Odisha government.
When this was not forthcom-
ing, he filed a writ petition be-
fore Orissa High Court. Natu-
rally, there would have to be a post mortem,
but the judge could not read the doctor’s
post mortem report. Peeved, Justice S K
Panigrahi observed, “The tendency of
writing in a zigzag manner which cannot
be read by any common man or a judicial
officer has become a fashion among doc-
tors of the state. A substantial number of
doctors resort to such handwriting which
cannot be read by any ordinary person.

The judge continued, “It is expected
that doctors who are dealing with medico-
legal issues and writing casually in very
poor handwriting, are required to change
their attitude and write either in capital
letter or in a typed form or in good hand-
writing so that the judicial system does
not suffer from unnecessary fatigue in
reading their handwriting.” He issued an
order to the effect that the chief secretary
should issue a directive to all medical cen-
tres, private clinics, medical colleges and
hospitals requiring that handwriting in
prescriptions and medico-legal reports
should be legible. (The doctor appeared
virtually before the court and explained
what he had written. Rasananda Bhoi'’s
son had indeed died of snake-bite and he
was thus entitled to compensation.)

This order is from January 2024. But this
is not the first time the Orissa High Court
and Justice Panigrahi have been upset.
There was a similar case in 2020, when the
court heard the bail application of a man
who wanted to take care of his ailing wife.
The wife’s medical records were produced,
but they were illegible. At that time, the
court observed, “Such illegible scrawls
composed by doctors creates unn
nuisance at the end of the patients, phar-
macists, police, prosecutors, judges who are
bound to deal with such medical reports.”

This is not a problem specific to Odisha.
In 2018, in three separate cases from three
separate districts of Sitapur, Unnao and
Gonda, the Lucknow bench of the Alla-
habad High Court fined three doctors 25,000
each because their reports were illegible.
The high court observed in Fahad and oth-
ers vs state of UP, “The doctors have been
scribing medico-legal report, injury report,
bed head tickets, prescriptions and post-

mortem examination reports in such hand-
writing that it cannot be read by the prose-

cator, the defence lawyer or the court.... If
such a report is readable by medical practi-
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Handwriting has deteriorated for everyone, not doctors
alone. But it's a rare profession that still needs a lot to be
written by hand. An illegible scrawl could be perilous

AN ODE TO
"THE DOCTOR’S
SCRIBBLE

BIBEK DEBROY
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tioners only, it shall not serve the purpose
for which it is made. This is despite the fact
that computers are available in all medical
facilities. In some of the states, practice is
being followed where medico legal reports
and post mortem reports are made on com-
puters/printers.” Precisely, there are com-
puters everywhere.

Let me mention the September 2016 noti-
fication of the Medical Council of India
(MCD). “Every physician should prescribe
drugs with generic names and pref-
erably Ea {iam li:tters and he/she shall
ensure a rational prescription
and use of drugs.” This was added to MCT’s
2002 (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and

Ethics) Regulations. There was a reference
to generics in 2002 too. But there was no

SOURAY ROY

mention of legibility and capital letters. It
didn’t seem to be an important issue in 2002,
but became one in 2016.

There are several jokes about bad hand-
writing of physicians, It is standard stere-
otyping. Naturally, all generalisations are
subject to exceptions and I know doctors
with beautiful handwriting, a few who still
use fountain pens. Everywhere, calligra-
phy and good handwriting are now at a
discount. Indeed, with the switch to digital,
conventional writing itself is ata discount.
Handwriting has deteriorated for every-
:Er notd:;::om alone. Aso;:e moves verti-

up the career t continues
path, tinues to

For example, everyone passes
exams, entrance or otherwise. With illegi-
bleh&ndwrtﬂna.despmm_wm

le choice questions, it will be impos.
:ill‘:ll;it% pass. This is equally true of med;.
cal entrance exams. Thus, the problem i
subsequent. For other professions, in how
many instances do we confront something
written by the professional by hand, as op.
posed to digital? Not too many. Doctors are
an exception, through prescriptions ang
reports, a regular interface. That's the reg.
son why whenever we think of bad hang.
writing we think of doctors. .

There is a lot to be said for digitising
health records and the numbers under Ay-
ushman Bharat Digital Mission are impres-
sive. How many doctors are there in India?
If one sticks to allopathic doctors, the reg.
istered number is somewhere 1n the vicin.
ity of 1.3 million. (The number practising
must be less.) Think of whichever doctor
you go to, and ask yourself, is the prescrip-
tion printed through a computer? Does the
doctor have access to a printer and a com-
puter, even if the doctor is associated with
arelatively fancy hospital? I suspect, witha
clear urban bias in the responses, the
number won'’t be that high.

A slightly dated study suggests a pri-
mary care consultant—the neighbour-
hood doctor, so to speak—spends twomin-
utes with the average patient. Ignering
specialists, | ow many patients does a pri-
mary care doctor see per day? Depending
on the doctor, and public versus private,
the range will be from something like 25 to
anumber approaching 150. With two min-
utes or 150, you can’t reasonably expect a
neat computer printout as prescription.
An illegible scrawl is the default template.
Besides, who does a doctor write a pre-
scription for? Traditionally, for a colleague
or a pharmacist, not for the patient.

The etymology of the word prescription
reflects this and explains why doctors often
use mysterious acronyms and abbrevia-
tions incomprehensible to patients. This is
a bit like lawyers and judges unnecessarily
using Latin. Had it been for patients, would
expressions like “ac”, “bid” and “gd’” have
been used? But as patients have become
more demanding and as doctors have them-
selves become unfamiliar with such Latinic
abbreviations, their use has declined.

Greater external scrutiny and possibili
ty of litigation and medical negligence
cases probably explains why legibility be-
came important to MCI in 2016, though it
wasn't the case in 2002. Did the doctor write
Losec or Lasix? There have been actial in-

stances of wrong treatment. Besides, if the
hand-written prescription is illegible,
which software, or Al, is capable of con-
verting it to a digital prescription? -/
£ & i 4 w
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Wideningof conflict
iIsnotinourinterest

ran’ssurprising missileand drone attacksinside Pakistan,

targeting a Sunniextremist groupseeking tobreak away

Iran’s Sistan-Baluchistan province, and the retaliatory
strikes by Pakistan, targeting purported Pakistani Baloch
separatist hideouts inside Iran, has led to an unforeseen
escalation of tensions between the two neighbours. This is
not the first time that Iran has taken on the Pakistan-based
Jaish-ul-Adl, but earlier raids were low-key and took place
close to their shared border. This is the first time that Iran
hasused sophisticated weaponsand hitdeepinside Pakistan.
Tehran has long been issuing warnings to Pakistan against
the activities of this group. In February 2019, JuA claimed
the killing of 27 Islamic Revolutionary Guards, Iran’s elite
commando force, by a suicide bomber who drove an explo-
sives-packed vehicle into asecurity convoy. Amonthago, the
group claimed anattackona police stationin Sistan-Baluch-
istan that killed 11 policemen.

Iran has been on edge ever since the Israel-Hamas war
started, which, as it drags on, is threatening to draw in Teh-
ran. In Lebanon, its proxy Hezbollah and Israel are engaged
in low-intensity battles. In Yemen, the Houthis, another Ira-
nian proxy, have effectively blocked —
shippinginthestrategic Red Seawith gt A
theiF migssi]e attacks on commercial The |I'ﬂ|'l"Pﬂ|1 g
liners. In a move that would have RIEILA R [TH &
alarmed Iran, the US has gathered B TTT{F1T21
a coalition of Western navies to take beforeit '
on the Houthis and the US and UK eiore
havehittargetsin Yemen. Earlier this
month, 97 Iranians were killed in an
attack on a memorial event for Gen.
Qassem Soleimani, a celebrated military commander who
wasassassinated by the USwithadronestrikein 2020. Along
with the strikes in Pakistan, Iran also carried out strikes
against alleged Israeli-Mossad assets in Iraq and Syria, ap-
parently towarn thatit has the capability to take on enemies
in diverse regions at the same time. The regime might have
made some domestic political calculations, too.

The unusual clubbing by Iran of its enemies in Pakistan
with those in Syria and Iraq suggests a belief in Tehran
that the Pakistani military allows the JuA to flourish at the
behest of higher powers. Thus far, Iran and Pakistan had
described their ties as “brotherly”, and managed their ten-
sions, keeping ties cordial. But the tit-for-tat attacks have
exposed the fault-lines. Any further escalation may lead to
the targeting of Pakistani Shia by extremist groups like the
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi. Afteritsretaliatory strikes, the Pakistani
military has called for “dialogue and cooperation”. China,
friends with both, has also called for restraint. The hostilities

may end, but Pakistan-Iranties have clearly changed forever.

How it might affect the fortunes of the deeply unpopular Pa-

kistan Army chief Gen. Asim Munir and the Pakistan Army
remains to be seen. This is the third time since 2011 that a
foreign power has staged an attack deep inside Pakistan,
showing the Pakistani military in unflattering light. But as
with the US stealth operation to take out Osama bin Laden,
and India’s Balakot strike, such actions also tend to help the
Pakistani military shore upsupport. Indiamust exertto pre-
vent a widening conflict that could engulf the whole region,
whose larger consequences would outweigh any pleasure
obtained from scoring a narrow point against Pakistan.

engulfsregion
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Motivated litigation

Courts should not allow suits that seek
to convert places of worship

High Court order to appoint a commission-
er to inspect the Shahi Idgah Mosque in
Mathura, the Supreme Court has stalled for a
while a likely move to get the status of the place
of worship altered through the courts. The top
court has halted the appointment of the commis-
sion after finding it was sought on vague grounds
without any particular reason. It has also taken
into account a recent precedent in which the Su-
preme Court has ruled that civil courts should
not grant any interim relief if there is a question
about the maintainability of the suit or if the suit
is barred by law. The committee of management
of the Shahi Idgah Mosque has questioned the
maintainability of the suit in the name of the dei-
ty, Bhagwan Sri Krishna Virajman, and other
Hindu worshippers on the ground that it is
barred by the Places of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, which prohibits the conversion
of the religious character of any place of worship
as it was on August 15, 1947. It also bars any fresh
suit aimed at altering the status of a place of wor-
ship. Hindu devotees have been claiming that the
mosque, located adjacent to a Krishna temple
there, is standing on the birthplace of Lord
Krishna. Several suits are pending in connection
with the mosque in Mathura and the Allahabad
High Court has transferred all the suits to itself
for disposal. |
The appointment of a commission to inspect
the premises appeared to be an exercise to show
that architectural features and artefacts of Hindu
provenance could be found. The legal strategy is
similar to the one through which Hindu worship-
pers obtained official sanction for gathering pur-
ported evidence to back their case at the Gyanva-
pi Mosque, Varanasi, where the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) has been asked to do a
scientific survey. The Mathura dispute, however,
was settled through a compromise between the
Sri Krishna Janmasthan Seva Sansthan and the
Shahi Idgah Trust in 1968, and implemented
through a decree in 1973. As part of the settle-
ment, the Sansthan had given up a portion of the

land to the Idgah. The current suits challenge
this compromise as ‘fraudulent’ and seek the

transfer of the entire parcel of land to the deity.
The use of the judiciary to make a concerted at-
tack on Muslim places of worship by claiming
that they were built on structures of Hindu origin
has become an unfortunately regular feature.

Courts must be wary of encouraging such motiv-
ated litigation, and determine at the earliest
stage whether such suits are maintainable in
view of the statutory bar in the 1991 Act. -

l n staying the execution of an Allahabad




Inflation continues
tobe achallenge

he latest data on inflation for December, released by
the National Statistical Office (NSO), showed that

retail inflation was on the rise and higher than in

November. It rose to a four-month high of 5.69%, driven
by higher food inflation. It was expected, and the RBI had
stated that “the near-term outlook is masked by risks to
food inflation which might lead to an inflation uptick.” The
Consumer Food Price Index moved up from 8.7% t0 9.53%
in December, mainly due to the rise in prices of cereals by
9.93%. Allcereals, including coarse cereals, have seen steady
increasesin pricein the pastfewmonths. The pricesof pulses
have gained ata faster pace, and were at a 43-month highin
December. They may rise further as the Rabi crop may be
lower than in the previous year. Cereals and pulses are the
most important items in the food basket of ordinary house-
holds and therise intheir priceswould really hurt.

Vegetable prices have also increased at a high pace in
the past few months. Tomatoes and onions saw the highest
increases, by over 33% and 74%, respectively, over that in
December2022. Butvegetable pricesvaryintheshortterm,
depending on seasonal factors and the supply situation.
Overall, all food itéms have seen an increase in prices, and
that is a challenge. RBI Governor |
Shaktikanta Das has said this week =
that food inflation will be on top of
the central bank’s agenda. He said food inflation
core inflation has been falling, but Phash
inflationisdifficulttopredictbecause bbb AU
- itis subject to many international impact

developments and weather events.

The presentinflationlevelsare much cansumptian,
higher than the RBI’s tolerance lev- and thus

els. Its latest projection for the cur- growth

rent financial year is 5.4% and the
expectation for 2024-25is 5.2%. The

present trends indicate that the final figure may go above
the projections.

Next month, the interim Union budget will be presented
andthe RBI'sMonetary Policy Committee will hold Its meet-
ingtoevaluate theinflation position. Itisunlikely that either
event will impact the trend of inflation. The MPC is likely
to stick to the status quo on rates, Continuing inflation can
hurt the economy and household budgets. Itis particularly
difficult when inflation is led by food inflation, It leads to
suppressionofdemandandafallin consumption, asisbeing

seen currently. Consumer demandhasbeen atlowlevels for
many quartersanda further fall could drag growth down.




Smaller citizens

Despite rising enrolment, gaps in In_ghas
education system are not closing quickly

f he pandemic was difficult for India’s
T youngest citizens, the children, but the
: true import of its impact is coming to
light now. The Annual Status of Education Re-
‘port, titled “ASER 2023: Beyond Basics” and re-
‘leased on Wednesday, a survey by the civil socie-
'ty organisation Pratham among rural students
-aged 14 to 18, reveals that more than half strug-
‘gled with basic mathematics, a skill they should
-have mastered in Classes 3 and 4. The household
survey, the first field-based one in four years, was
conducted in 28 districts across 26 States and as-
sessed the foundational reading and arithmetic
abilities of 34,745 students. In other findings,
“about 25% of this age group cannot read a Class 2
level text in their mother tongue; boys are, ho-
wever, better in arithmetic and English reading
skills than girls. Overall, 86.8% in the 14-18 year
age group are enrolled in an educational institu-
.tion, but there are gaps as they grow older —
while 3.9% of 14-year-olds are not in school, the fi-
gure climbs to 32.6% for 18-year-olds. Also, for
‘Class 11 and higher, most students opt for Human-
ities; while girls are less likely to be enrolled in
the science stream (28.1%) compared with boys
.(36.3%), only 5.6% have opted for vocational
» training or other related courses.
* The proportion of children opting for private
 tuition nationwide went up from 25% in 2018 to
.30% in 2022. Close to 90% of the youngsters sur-
-veyed have a smartphone and know how to use
it, though many are unaware of online safety set-
tings. The trends, especially the lag in reading
and solving simple arithmetic, give an inkling of
what ails the education system, and the correc-
tive measures required. The National Education
Policy 2020 says the top priority is to “achieve
universal foundational literacy and numeracy in
primary school by 2025”. The report says all
States have made a major push in toundational
literacy and numeracy under the NIPUN Bharat
Mission, but the numbers show that in a diverse
and vast country such as India, there is a lot of
catching up to do. While rising enrolment is a
good thing, what awaits the students after they
finish the compulsory school cycle (Class 8) is not
all that rosy, sometimes because they are simply
not able to cope with the ambitious curriculum
set for the higher secondary level. The Right to
Education Act, 2009 may have ensured universa]
access to education, but there is many a gap to fill
betore it touches every child in the true spirit of
the legislation.
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